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Sea
festivals
galore!

With two major festivals
taking place in May, the
Ladysmith waterfront is
a-buzz with excitement.
Vancouver Island
Paddlefest, May 15, 16
Ladysmith Maritime
Festival , May 29, 30,

Vancouver Island
Paddlefest

Paddlcfest turns 12 this year, and Bud
Bell s sull involved with the festival .
The festival i= mun by the Vancouver
Esland Poddbefest Society (of which Bud
i% the president amd one of the originail
founders), a slew of volunteers and
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Pirates fake over tive rown, Ladvsanith Maritiane Fesifval 2008,
Below: Vancowver Liland Paddlefest draws crowds, Bud Bell of Sewlegs, president of the

Paddlefest society.

Sheryll, the festivals administrator whao
is also Bud™s wife,

The event isell 15 jom-pucked over
two days, May 15 and 16, retailers and
thousunds of pwddiers flock 1o Ladysmith.
Adlmission 1o the festivil i free.

“The major manufacturers in kavaking
come 1o Transfer Beach.” Bell said.
“Everything that pertains to kayaking.”

Bells suid the event is notl just for
kavakers. He said the festival is for any
type of boord, cance or invention thm

can be paddled.

Wemdors  aside,  there  are  food
concessions and workshops, Land-based
workshops are free and water workshops
are 310, Visitors have to sign up on site,
but then are free to practice their water
exits skills, rolling, self-rescue, packiling
and more. Land workshops cover togics
like the charting of migps. Also expected
are guest speakers who offer classes,
have wrting bosoks or made films,

Poddlefest is also a grear evemy for
fumilies becouse it 15 hands-om.

There is a candboard kayak race that
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